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Overview

The “Red State” Republicans have spent the past two years attempting to equate anti-war sentiment with lack of patriotism and/or lack of support for the armed forces.

A Counter-Argument

First, let me say that America’s armed forces are staffed by the bravest people on Earth. Their valor, honor, and sacrifice cannot be overstated. Without their service, this country would quickly cease to exist. 

With that said, the Bush Administration has spent huge amounts of resources putting forth the idea that opposing the Iraq war is tantamount to treason. Their spokesmen in the right-wing Talk Radio frequencies call war dissenters “un-American”, and somehow desirous of American troop casualties. They have stated repeatedly that opposing the Iraq war is the same as supporting terrorism. This is a false argument. 

The reality is that the war on terrorism and the Iraq war are completely separate operations. Our country attacked Afghanistan because the organizer of the 9/11/2001 terrorist atrocities ran his base of operations out of that country. Our armed forces expelled the terrorist government and killed many members of Al’Qeda. We had global support for this endeavor. We even had Muslim support for this operation.

The Iraq war was and is a completely optional war. George W. Bush drove our country into war based on two false theories: that there was a connection between Hussein and Osama bin Laden; that Iraq was on the verge of creating nuclear weapons. The fact is that Saddham Hussein never attacked this country. No link between Al’Qeda and Hussein has ever been established. No evidence of nuclear weapons (or even a nuclear weapon development program) has ever been found. No so-called “weapons of mass destruction” have ever been found. And yet, our country has spent over $100 billion on this war so far.
Who benefited from this war? Certainly the Iraqi people. But this wasn’t our fight to remove Saddham Hussein. It was their fight. Who else benefited? The Haliburton corporation (a defense contractor with very strong toes to the Bush/Cheney administration) ended up with an exclusive contract for rebuilding the infrastructure of Iraq. The American oil barons and the Arabian oil sheiks certainly benefited and continue to benefit as gas prices rise about a nickel per day. Gasoline is now twice as expensive as it was at the beginning of the war.  George H. W. Bush benefits because he got to see his “dream” of a conquered Iraq finally realized. The terrorists have gained a LOT as a result of this war. Because the bulk of our troops are mired in Iraq, they aren’t available for actually fighting terrorism. Al’Qeda is quickly regaining its power and will rise to ascendancy if our troops are stuck doing occupation duty for much longer.
Who loses? The American People. We’re collectively being crushed by gasoline prices. At the current rate of inflation, gasoline may be in the $8/gallon range by Christmas. The American armed forces are also being harmed since they are stationed in an Islamic country that resents our continued presence, are under-supplied, and (in my humble opinion) underpaid. The average taxpayer loses, since Bush signed off on an $8 billion chunk of corporate welfare for the oil industry (as if they weren’t already rich beyond the dreams of King Soloman.)

Basically, the Iraq war was started to get revenge for G.W. Bush’s father; to help out Haliburton; to get the oil barons filthy rich. The Iraq war has nothing to do with terrorism, but has everything to do with enriching the Bush Administration’s special interests.

Summary

Disagreeing with the Bush administration’s foreign policy is not un-American, nor is it anti-military. Our country was founded on dissent. It’s entirely possible to support our troops while vehemently disagreeing with the decisions and motivations of the Commander-in-Chief.

What Should Happen

The Bush/Cheney White House should be investigated by special prosecutors to determine what they knew, and when they knew it, as it related to the 9/11 attacks and the Iraq war. The administration should be held accountable for the current oil crisis. The administration should be investigated in order to determine the extent of the ties between itself and Haliburton. 

Our troops should be recalled from Iraq so that they might pursue actual terrorist targets. Instead of more corporate welfare for Big Oil, the administration should spend whatever it takes to develop alternate energy capabilities so that our country won’t depend on Muslim oil. 
